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IIM Raipur Concludes Eco-Friendly Initiative under National Program "Ek Ped
Maa Ke Naam'

Or
Ek Ped Maa Ke Naam Initiative: IIM Raipur's Commitment to Sustainability

Raipur, 19 September 2024 — In alignment with Honourable Prime Minister Narendra Modi's
National Program 'Ek Ped Maa Ke Naam', the Indian Institute of Management Raipur (1IM
Raipur) successfully concluded a transformative ecological initiative aimed at regenerating
ecosystems and creating sustainable habitats for flora and fauna on its campus.

As part of this initiative, nearly 900 native species, including sacred and culturally significant
trees like Peepul, Mahua, Bel, Putranjaya, and others were planted across the campus in hard
laterite soil. The initiative created a green corridor, enhancing the biodiversity of the campus.

To ensure sustainability, the trees were nourished exclusively with organic compost made from
pre-consumer food waste, leaves, and grass collected from the campus itself. The project
proudly adopted a zero-waste approach, using on-site compost, and the trees were irrigated
using reclaimed water from the campus’s Sewage Treatment Plant, which recycles 100% of
wastewater. No external soil or water was used, making the project a model of eco-friendly
resource management.

Each tree was geo-tagged, providing detailed information about the species, planter, and date
of planting. The tagging system also allowed ongoing monitoring and a personal connection
for those involved in planting.

The initiative saw active participation from students, faculty, staff, and all campus departments,
including housekeeping, mess, maintenance, and security. A unique feature was the student-
driven planting, where first- and second-year students teamed up to plant trees. In a tradition
that will continue, each first-year student passed the responsibility of nurturing the tree to a
new first-year student upon graduation, fostering an intergenerational bond between students,
the institute, and their tree.

With the geo-tagging feature, alumni—regardless of where they are in the world—can now
track the growth of their tree over time, reinforcing their connection to the environment and
their alma mater.

Prof. Ram Kumar Kakani, Director of IIM Raipur, expressed his enthusiasm for the
initiative, stating,

"Our participation in 'Ek Ped Maa Ke Naam' represents IIM Raipur’s dedication to
sustainability and the future. This project is a step towards ensuring that our campus not only
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serves as a center for academic excellence but also as a model for ecological responsibility.
The intergenerational tree planting is a beautiful metaphor for how we hope to nurture future

leaders—qgrounded in values, connected to their roots, and committed to leaving a positive
legacy."”

IIM Raipur’s participation in 'EK Ped Maa Ke Naam' demonstrated the institute’s commitment
to sustainability, blending heart, history, and cutting-edge technology to create a lasting green
legacy. This initiative showcased the institute’s dedication to the environment, leaving a
positive impact for future generations.

#IRIPANTAMOTHER!
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