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Building Business Owners

IIM Raipur Startups Dominate CG TechStart 2025 with First and
Fourth Place Wins, Felicitated by Chief Minister Shri Vishnu Deo Sai

7

Editor Synopsis: 7/

* 1IM Raipur celebrated a proud moment as two of its startups were ranked among the Top 5 in Chhattisgarh at CG TechStart 2025,
* The Event was graced by Hon'ble Chief Minister Shri Vishnu Deo Sai at
* The selected startups were Auroarts (founded by Ms. Anuradha Sahu) and Agrofab Sustainable Pyvt. Lid. (founded by Mr. Karan Chandrakar).

* CG TechStart 2025 brought together innovators, palicymakers, and industry leaders under the theme “Powering the Future Code of Innovation.”

* Startups under the Swavalamban-STEM Program span 30+ innovation sectors such as EdTech, Agri Tech, HealthTech, S

* Among 1800 appli

Mr. Karan Ch

and Ms. A

dha Sahu have secured p

among the Top 5.

Textiles, and M.

Raipur,

Indian Institute of
Management (IIM) Raipur, a
leading institution
recognized for Building
Business Owners, celebrated
a proud achicvement as two
startups from its
Swavalamban-STEM
Program, a joint mitiative
with SIDBI, were selected
among the Top 5 Startups in

Out of more than 1,800
applications, it is 1 proud
moment that both Mr. Karan
Chandrakur and Ms
Anuradha Sahu have secured
positions among the Top 5,
with  Mr.  Chandrakar
winning first prize and Ms
Sahu sccuring the fourth
pesition.

The event, hosted by

(CEO, MeitY Startup Hub),
and Shni Vikas Sheel (IAS),
Chief Secretary, Government
of Chhattisgarh Speaking on
this occasion, Prof. Sanjeev
Prashar, D

lcasure, 1, as the Program
Director of STEM along with
the program team including
Professor Saroj Kumar Pant,
Professor MS Rao, and
Program Manager Ms

1M Raipur said, “The
recognition of these startups
marks a milestone for 1IM
Raipur’s Swavalamban—
STEM Program, which

Ayesha the
winners and all

reflected in every pitch
we've made, from winning
the first prize at the
C Ideation 2025

an international patent to my
credit, yet I never knew how
to transform my craft into a
business model.

and carlier securing the top
position at the i-Hub Startup
Shark Tank cvent, to

Being incubated at 1IM
Raipur under the SIDBI-
sponsored STEM

of the STEM program for
their valuable contributions
to the entreprencurial
ecosystem of the state and the

Chhattisgarh under the CG  the Department of supports aspiring  nation. We look forward to
TechStart Marathon, Commerce and Industries, entreprencurs  through further initiatives from IIM
organized by the Dk ¢ of C mentoring, Raipur  that  deliver
of Commerceand Industrics,  brought together business , and value to the state’s
G fC 3 d The economy.”

The startups, Agrofsb and industry leaders to imitiative reflects  the Mr. Karan Chandrakar,
Sustainable Pvt. Ltd. cclebrate the state’s growing  institute’s broader vision of Founder, Agrofab
(founded by Mr. Karan startup and innovation driving innovation-led Sustsinable Pvt. Lid. stated,
Chandrakar) and Auroarts ccosystem. With the theme  entreprencurship  and  “IIM Raipur STEM Program

(founded by Ms. Anuradha
Sahu), were felicitated by the
Hon’ble Chief Minister of
Chhattisgarh, Shri Vishnu
Deo Sai, during the CG
TechStart 2025 event held as
part of the Rajat Jayanti

“Powering the Future Code
of Innovation” the program
featured engaging sessions
and keynote addresses by
distinguished dignitaries,
including Shni Subodh
Sachan (Director, STPI), Shri

sustainable cconomic growth
in the region.™

Prof Satyasiba Das,
Dean- External Relations and
the Program Dircctor for the
Swavalamban-STEM
Program added, “With great

has been a turning point in
my entreprencurial joumey.
It helped me sharpen my
startup goals and understand
how to cffectively design a
go-to-market strategy for our
products, This clarity has

y refining our
business model with every
milkstone. At Agrofab, we're

Program has
completely changed that The
program  helped me
and visualize the

to building a
sustainable textile brand by
Vi mo

commercial potential of my.
art I couldn’t

premium products that
contribute to  both
environmental and cconomic
growth of Chhattisgarh With
the support of initiatives like
the STEM Program, we aim
to grow into a ?50-crore
brand within the next five
years.”
Additionally,
Anuradha Sahu, Founder,
Auroarts Pvt. Ltd, said, “1
have been working as an
artisan for over four decades,
with several awards and even

have achieved without the
guidance and mentoring
from 1IM Raipur. Even afier
44 years inthis ficld, it's only
through the Swavalamban
Program that I've been able
to take my craft from
recognition to real business
promotion”

The S

HealthTech, Fashion &
Apparel,  Sustainable
Textiles, Industrial
Manufacturing, Logistics
S E

U

entreprencurship, fostering
innovation that bridges
technology, sustainability,
and social impact. By

STEM  Program  has
supported startups across a
diverse range of emerging
sectors, including EdTech,
Agri & Food Tech
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Consulting, Packaging, and
Beauty & Wellness, among
others. This diversity
underscores 1IM Raipur’s
holistic  approach to

P founders from
vaned domains, the program
continues to strengthen the
innovation and startup
ecosystem of Chhattisgarh
and beyond
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Ch’garh emerging as power
centre of tech, innovation: CM

CM Sai allended the “Chhattisgarh TechStart 2025” evenl and honoured Ideathon-2025 winners.

Central Chronicle News

RAIPUR: Chief Minis-
ter Vishnu Deo Sai today
attended the “Chhattis-
garh TechStart 2025” event
held at the Mayfair Hotel in
Nava Raipur. Addressing
the gathering, the Chief
Minister said that the Tech
Start initiative marks a sig-
nificant effort to steer the
state toward innovation-
driven technological entre-
preneurship. During the
event, he honoured the
winners of Ideathon 2025
and handed over partner-
ship exchange agreements
to organisations collabo-
rating with the Govern-
ment of Chhattisgarh.
Extending greetings to
experts from the technol-
ogy sector, entrepreneurs,
and intellectuals on the
occasion of the State’s Sil-
ver Jubilee Year, the Chief
Minister emphasised the
growing importance of
technology-led growth in
the region. Inspired by the
vision of a developed India

CM Sai said that India’s
visionary Prime Minister
Narendra Modi has consis-
tently inspired the nation
to set ambitious goals and
achieve them with deter-
mination. Drawing inspi-
ration from the Prime
Minister’s call for a “Viksit
Bharat” (Developed India),
the state government
has set a target to build a
“Developed Chhattisgarh
by 2047 A comprehen-

FASTFACTS

@ Alongside rapid
industrial growth, the state
is advancing swiftly in the
IT and ITES sectors.

sive Vision Document has
already been prepared
to guide this transforma-
tion, he added. The Chief
Minister noted that under
Prime Minister Modi's
leadership, India now
hosts hundreds of thou-

S

sands of startups, many
of which have achieved
unicorn status. “The Gov-
ernment of Chhattisgarh is
fully committed to foster-
ing the spirit of entrepre-
neurship among youth,”
he affirmed. Youth power
and a growing investment
climate

Highlighting the resil-
ience of the state’s youth,
the Chief Minister said that
“young people of Chhattis-

L2 NARENBRA SHARMA

el TWENTY o =
- THOURAND gpy

garh possess the remark-
able ability to excel even
under the most challeng-
ing circumstances.” Citing
examples, he mentioned
Akanksha Satyavanshi, a
daughter of the state who
serves as the physiothera-
pist of the Indian Women’s
Cricket Team, and Squad-
ron Leader Gaurav Patel,
who will pilot a fighter
aircraft during the Nava
Raipur Air Show, bring-

-

ing pride to the state. He
further informed that the
government has imple-
mented over 350 reforms
to strengthen the Ease of
Doing Business and Single
Window System, position-
ing Chhattisgarh among
India’s most attractive
investment destinations.
Alongside rapid indus-
trial growth, the state is
advancing swiftly in the IT
and ITES sectors.

CM honours Ideathon 2025 winners

Al the Tech Starl event, Chiel Minister Sai presented awards to the winners of Ideathon 2025. Commending Lhe
voung innovators, he said, “It is deeply encouraging lo see vouth engaged in innovation - it fortifies the technological
future of our state.” He [elicitated NIT Raipur, Rungta Business Incubator, and IGKVR for their outstanding perfor-
mance as incubators. Among the award winners, Adarsh Verma received the First Prize for his innovative idea Lo
develop a Smart Band for Persons with Disabilities, designed Lo assist differently-abled individuals through advanced
sensing and alert mechanisms. The Second Prize went to Jagruti and Narendra Sharma for their concepl titled “Atal
Kavach Tree Guard™ — a crealive and eco-friendly protective design aimed at safeguarding roadside plants while
maintaining aesthetic and functional appeal. The Third Prize was awarded to Atharv Dubey for his idea of a Smart
Safety Helmet, which integrates safety features with technology to enhance rider protection and accident prevention.

He also honoured Nipun Verma and Anushka Sonkar for their innovative concepts. Further recognition was given
to Karan Chandrakar for the Agrofeb Sustainable Startup; Sajal Malhotra for the Vertex Suite innovation; and Amit
Patel for the Al-based startup Lairc Al

IIM-Central Chronicle-Raipur_05 Nov 2025 _Pg-03
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Chhattisgarh Tech Start 2025 opens new gateways of innovation

W Staff Reporter
RAIPUR, Nov 4

CHIEF Minister Vishnu Deo Sai,
on Tuesday, attended the
‘Chhattisgarh TechStart 2025
eventheld at Mayfair Lake Resort
in Nava Raipur Atal Nagar.
Addressing the gathering, the
Chief Minister said that the Tech
Startinitiative marks asignificant
effort to steer the state toward
innovation-driven technological
entrepreneurship.

Duringtheevent, hehonoured
the winners of Ideathon 2025
and handed over partnership
exchange agreements to organ-
isations collaborating with the
Government of Chhattisgarh.
Extending greetings to experts
from the technology sector,
entrepreneurs, and intellectuals
on the occasion of the State’s
Silver Jubilee Year, the Chief
Minister emphasised the grow-
ingimportance oftechnology-led
growth in the region.

Chief Minister Sai said that
India’s visionary Prime Minister
Narendra Modi has consistent-
lyinspired thenation to setambi-
tious goals and achieve them
with determination. Drawing
inspiration from the Prime
Minister’s callfora‘Viksit Bharat’
(Developed India), thestate gov-
ernment has set a target to build
a ‘Developed Chhattisgarh by
2047 A comprehensive Vision
Documenthasalready been pre-
pared to guide this transforma-
tion, he added.

The Chief Minister noted that
under Prime Minister Modi’s
leadership, India now hosts

slaft
™ _AGROTAR Susvay
't BEVENTY one
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Chief Minister Vishnu Deo Sai along with Chief Secretary Vikas Sheel present assistant amount to a young

innovator at Mayfair Lake Resort in Nava Raipur Atal Nagar on Tuesday.

hundreds of thousands of start-
ups, many of which have
achieved unicorn status. “The
Government of Chhattisgarh is
fully committed to fostering the
spiritofentrepreneurship among
youth,” he affirmed.

Discussing the recently con-
cluded Ideathon 2025, Chief
Minister Sai said that over 1,800
startup ideas were received from
across the State, including from
youth in remote regions —a par-
ticipation he described as
‘remarkable and inspiring’.

He announced that the gov-
ernmentwill providethese inno-
vators with a platform, mentor-
ship, and financial support.
“Raipur is being developed as a
hub for IT and technology serv-
ices,” he said, noting that proj-
ects such as the Al Data Centre
Parkand a semiconductor plant
are progressing rapidly.

Expressing satisfaction, the
ChiefMinistershared thatinvest-
mentproposalsexceedingRs 7.5

lakh crore have already been
received by the State. He also
spoke at length about expand-
ing economic activity and job
creation for youth.

“The Government of
Chhattisgarh stands firmly with
entrepreneurs,” he said. “Your
hard workand talentwill elevate
Chhattisgarh’s name on theglob-
al stage; your success will be the
pride of our state.”

ChiefSecretaryVikas Sheel said
that the New Industrial Policy
2024 aims to promote entrepre-
neurship and align development
withthe state’sVision 2047 frame-
work. The policy, he said, places
specialemphasis oninnovation,
investment, employment, and
startup growth.

At the Tech Start event, Chief
Minister Sai presented awards
to the winners of Ideathon 2025.
Commending the young inno-
vators, he said, “It is deeply
encouraging to see youth
engaged in innovation - it forti-

fies the technologlcal future of
our state.”

He felicitated NIT Raipur,
Rungta Business Incubator, and
IGKVR fortheiroutstanding per-
formance as incubators.

Among the award winners,
Adarsh Verma received the First
Prize for his innovative idea to
develop aSmart Band for Persons
with Disabilities, designed to
assist differently-abled individ-
uals through advanced sensing
and alert mechanisms.

The Second Prize went to
Jagrutiand Narendra Sharmafor
their concept titled “Atal Kavach
Tree Guard” — a creative and
eco-friendly protective design
aimed at safeguarding roadside
plants while maintaining aes-
thetic and functional appeal.

The Third Prize was awarded
to Atharv Dubey for his idea of
a Smart Safety Helmet, which
integrates safety features with
technology to enhanceriderpro-
tectionandaccident prevention.

[IM-Hitavada-Raipur_05 Nov 2025 Pg-02 (City)

He also honoured Nipun Verma
and Anushka Sonkar for their
innovative concepts. Further
recognition was given to Karan
Chandrakar for the Agrofeb
Sustainable Startup;Sajal
Malhotra for the Vertex Suite
innovation; and Amit Patel for the
Al-based startup Lairc AL
During the event, the Chief

Minister handed over
Partnership Exchange
Agreements  between the

Government of Chhattisgarh
and the following organisa-
tions:MeitY  Startup Hub,
National Innovation Foundation,

Wadhwani Foundation,
NASSCOM Foundation,
Startup Middle East, and Carv
Startup Lab.

Chief Minister Sai also visited
the Al (Artificial Intelligence)
Innovation Exhibitionatthe ven-
ue, reviewing technology mod-
els, software applications, and
solutions developed by startup
teams. Heinteracted closelywith
the innovators to understand
their technologies, market
prospects, and future plans.

Investment Commissioner
Ritu Sain gave the welcome
address. Secretaryofthe Industry
Department Rajat Kuamr also
spoke. Principal Secretary to
Chief Minister Subodh Kumar
Singh, Secretaryto Chief Minister
Rahul Bhagat, Director General
of STPI Arvind Kumar, Director
of Department of Industries
PrabhatMalik, Deputy Secretary
Raina Jameel, and CSIDC
Managing Director Vishwesh
Kumar, entrepreneurs and oth-
ers attended the programme.
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lIM Raipur Startups Dominate CG TechStart 2025 with First and Fourth
Place Wins, Felicitated by Chief Minister Shri Vishnu Deo Sai

Prime Daym Raipur

Indian Institute of

Ms. Sahu securing the fourth posi-
tion.

(IIM) Raipur, a leading

The event, hosted by the
D of C and

recognized for Building Business
Owners, celebrated a proud
achievement as two startups from
its Swavalamban-STEM Program,
a joint initiative with SIDBI, were
selected among the Top 5 Startups
in Chhattisgarh under the CG
TechStart Marathon, organized by
the Department of Commerce and
Industries, Govemnment of
Chhattisgarh

The startups, Agrofab
Sustainable Pvt. Lid. (founded by
Mr. Karan Chandrakar) and
Auroarts (founded by Ms.
Anuradha Sahu), were felicitated
by the Hon'ble Chief Minister of
Chhattisgarh, Shri Vishnu Deo Sai,
during the CG TechStart 2025
event held as part of the Rajat
Jayanti Raj

of
Chhattisgarh, brought together
innovators, entrepreneurs, policy-
makers, and industry leaders to
celebrate the state’s growing start-
up and Innovation ecosystem. With
the theme “Powering the Future
Code of Innovation™ the program
featured engaging sessions and
keynote addresses by distin-
guished dignitaries, including Shri
Subodh Sachan (Director, STPI),
Shri_Panneerselvam jopal
(CEO, MeitY Startup Hub), and Shri
Vikas Sheel (IAS), Chief Secretary,
Govemment of Chhattisgarh.
Speaking on this occasion, Prof.
Sanjeev Prashar, Director-in-
charge, IIM Raipur said, *
recognition of these startups marks
a milestone for IIM Raipur's

Out of more than 1,800 applica-
tions, it is a proud moment that
both Mr. Karan Chandrakar and
Ms. Anuradha Sahu have secured
positions among the Top 5, with Mr.
Chandrakar winning first prize and

STEM  Program,
which supports aspiring entrepre-
neurs through structured mentor-
ing, business incubation, and tech-
nical guidance. The initiative
reflects the institute's broader

vision of driving innovation-led
enfrepreneurship and sustainable
economic growth in the region.”
Prof. Satyasiba Das, Dean-
External Relations and the
Program  Director  for  the
Swavalamban-STEM  Program
added, “With great pleasure, |, as
the Program Director of STEM
along with the program team
including Professor Saroj Kumar
Pani, Professor MS Rao, and
Program Manager Ms Ayesha con-

[ } 5
gratulate the winners and all partic-
ipants of the STEM program for
their valuable contributions to the

sharpen my startup goals and
understand how to effectively
design a go-to-market strategy for
our products. This clarity has
reflected in every pitch we've
made, from winning the first prize at
the Chhattisgarh Ideation 2025 and
earlier securing the top position at
the i-Hub Startup Shark Tank event,
to continuously refining our busi-
ness model with every milestone.
At Agrofab, we're committed to
building a sustainable textile brand
by converting agrowaste into pre-
mium products that contribute to
both environmental and economic
growth of Chhatti . With the
support of initiatives like the STEM
Program, we aim to grow into a
?50-crore brand within the next five
years.”

Sahu,

entrej urial of the
state and the nation. We look for-
ward to further initiatives from IIM
Raipur that deliver significant value
to the state’s economy.”

Mr. Karan Chandrakar, Founder,
Agrofab Sustainable Pvt. Ltd. stat-
ed, “IlM Raipur STEM Program has
been a tumning point in my entre-
preneurial journey. It helped me

Founder, Auroarts Pvi. Ltd, said, "1
have been working as an artisan for
over four decades, with several
awards and even an

Swavalamban Program has com-
pletely changed that. The program
helped me understand and visual-
ize the commercial potential of my
art, something | couldn't have
achieved without the guidance and
mentoring from |IM Raipur. Even
after 44 years in this field, it's only
through the Swavalamban
Program that I've been able to take
my craft from recognition to real
business promotion™

The Swavalamban-STEM
Program has supported startups
across a diverse range of emerging
sectors, including EdTech, Agri &
Food Tech, HealthTech, Fashion &
Apparel, Sustainable Textiles,
Industrial Manufacturing, Logistics
Solutions, Environmental
Consulting, Packaging, and Beauty
& Wellness, among others. This
diversity underscores IIM Raipur's
holistic approach to entrepreneur-
ship, fostering innovation that
Bl -

patent to my credit, yet | never
knew how to transform my craft into
a sustainable business model
Being incubated at IIM Raipur
under the SIDBI-sponsored STEM
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dges
and social impact. By empowering
founders from varied domains, the
program continues to strengthen
the innovation and startup ecosys-
tem of Chhattisgarh and beyond
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